LORD  OXFORD WAS  SHAKESPEARE
And my ending is despair
Unless I be reliev'd by prayer.
Which pierces so that it assaults
Mercy itself, and frees all faults.
As you from crimes would pardon5 d be,
Let your indulgence set me free.
Lady Pembroke and Prince Henry had been
striving for years to get Raleigh released; and her
son was a leading member of the Virginia Company.
Raleigh and William Strachey were both Middle
Templars in the early fifteen-seventies; and in
1611 Raleigh had written a treatise about the
Duchy of Milan and the Kingdom of Naples.
Slater says: "The Tempest is inspired through-
out by observations and reports of the West
Indies, which Raleigh explored; and of Virginia,
which he tried to colonise. For instance,
CALIBAN. No more dams I'll make for fish.
The natives made ingenious dams, and Raleigh's
settlers depended largely on the fish thus caught."
The knowledge of seamanship shown and the
nautical terms used in The Tempest have often
been commented on.
"All this suits the gifted adventurer, whom
Spenser calls * the Shepherd of the Ocean.3"
Coriolanus.   Folio 1623.
Says Chambers: "Not a satisfactory text . . .
there is practically no concrete evidence as to
date/5 Allen thinks it was left unfinished, and
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